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Itwas aweek foryoungper-
formance stars in Naples,
whether they competed
nationally or stayed right

here to learn from national
stars:

AnDErSon String
QuArtEt

They might not have re-
ceived their crown, but the
Anderson String Quartet
of Naples proved that hard
work and determination paid
off in last weekend’s Fischoff
ChamberMusic Competition
in South Bend, Ind.

“The four of them truly
embody the quintessential
elements of a chamber mu-
sic ensemble,” coach John T.
Posadas said. “By the end of
our preparation for the com-
petition, I was no longer di-
recting themormolding them.
Instead, Iwas simply suggest-
ing and advising. The quartet
is now self-governed and a
working democracywith four
equal partners. I couldn’t be
happier or more proud.”

Misty Drake, violin, is glad
shegot toexperience theonce-
in-a-lifetimecompetitionwith
her sister, Cassie, who plays

viola, and other quartetmem-
bers:NoelleTorres, violin, and
TarikMarques, cello.

“We all worked so hard,
and it paid off,” Drake said.
“There were so many great
players who encouraged and
supported us. We will grow
from this experience.”

The quartet played for
20minutesFriday in theDecio
Main Stage Theater, where
they also learned the next
morning that they would not
be advancing to the semi-
finals.

Instead, they would go to
the Master Class — Misty’s
favorite part of the competi-
tion, she said

A member of the Manhat-
tan String Quartet gave the
group pointers, instructing
them on how he would have
performed and what they
could do next time to create a
more dramatic effect.

“They told us to hold our
pause and our rest a little bit
longer,” Drake said.

She also said she wasn’t
afraid or nervous.

“It’s aonce-in-a-lifetimeop-
portunity, sowhybenervous?
I just wanted to enjoy it.”

Aizuri mAStEr clASS
For a group of select high

school string students,
ArtsNaplesWorld Festival of-
fered awindow into theworld
of performancewithmorning
concerts for about 950 string
students in theCollierCounty
schools andanafternoonmas-
ter class for a select group of
high school stringmusicians.

Students gathered in the
music room tohearwhat life’s
like on the road and what are
thechallengesof themusic life
from the professional string
quartet, artists in residence at
the Curtis Institute of Music
in Philadelphia and stars of a
Thursday concert during the
Italian-themed festival.

The event, organized by
CollierCountyPublic Schools
fine arts coordinator Linda
Cummings and retired pro-
fessional JudyEvans, not only
delighted the students, but the
quartet, who got to knowCol-
lier County in a much more
personal way from the expe-
rience.

They pronounced the city
“awesomeness” in their Face-
book thank-you to the festival.

Karen Ouzounian, left, and Ayane Kozasa, of the Aizuri String
Quartet, give pointers to local students who were trying to master
Smetana’s String Quartet No. 1 on Friday at Golden Gate High School.
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Vince Marcantonio, from left, Marisa Votapek, Stephanie Van Duijn and Serena Votapek practice before playing Smetana’s String Quartet
No. 1 to musicians from the Aizuri String Quartet on Friday at Golden Gate High School. the collaboration was part of the ArtsNaples world
Festival, a 10-day cultural festival in Naples offering free educational outreach programs for student in Collier County each year.

DAHeSH MuSeuM OF Art

“the temple of Karnaak,”
1890, by ernest Karl eugen
Koerner. Oil on canvas.

By Janice t. Paine
Daily News Correspondent

Mummies and snake
charmers, pyramids and
pharaohs. Turbaned men
in flowing robes. Languid,
gauzily attired women.
Sunbleached vistas of
stone-carvedmonuments.
Shadowy, mysterious in-
teriors of palaces, harems
andmosques. It all sounds
like the setting for an Indi-
ana Jones movie.

Today, of course, this
collection of stereotypes
about the Middle East
hardly passes muster in
a more complicated and
conflictedworld. But a few
hundred years ago, this
was enticing stuff. The so-
called “Orientalist” paint-
ers of 19th-centuryEurope
found a treasure box of
exotic subject matter in
the rediscovery of Egypt
that occurred in the early
1800s, and they raided it
often.

Their approaches
ranged fromdryantiquari-
anism to the unctuous
fantasies of artists such as
the British painter Edwin
Long. His “Love’s Labour
Lost,” 1885, ostensibly
shows a noble Egyptian
girl who is approaching
adulthood and no longer
is charmed by toys, enter-
tainment or even the cute
little goat that attends her.
She sits primly on a stool,
gazing outward.

However, the bare-
breasted serving girlswho
accompany her are hardly
children either. They of-
fer the viewer a dollop
of high-toned, Victorian
eroticism, bolstered, of
course, by edifying his-
torical details. As thewall
label explains, Long drew
upon a book called “Man-
ners and Customs of the

Dahesh exhibit
showcases
the allure of
ancient Egypt

if you go
What: “rediscovering egypt:
the Collection of the Dahesh
Museum of Art”
Where: the Baker Museum
at Artis—Naples, 5833 Pelican
Bay Blvd., North Naples
Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. today
through Saturday; noon-
4 p.m. Sunday
Admission: $10; students,
$5; free for children 17 and
younger
Information: 239-597-1900
or artisnaples.org

By chris Silk
csilk@naplesnews.com; 239-435-3442

Meet Doug and Kayleen. It’s not
your usual sort of relationship.

He rides his bike off the roof. She
vomits in trash cans. Theymeet in the
nurse’s office, emergency rooms and
other places where bloody bandages
lurk.

They come together over shared
pain — both physical and psycho-
logical — in “Gruesome Playground
Injuries.”

The Rajiv Joseph play, running
through May 25, closes Ghostbird
Theatre Company’s second season.
Armando Rivera, one of Ghostbird’s
founding ensemblemembers, had se-
lected the piece and planned to direct
before accepting a job at Sacramento’s

B Street Theatre.
“(Rivera) wanted to direct a piece

that is an actor’s play,” Ghostbird
founder and artistic director Brittney
Brady said, “and that’s what we have
here.”

The “Gruesome” twosome,
played by Hanny Zuniga and Joshua
Johnson,rocketbackandforthbetween
non-chronological scenes that span a
30-year period. The two seem to bond
over physical trauma, but emotional
minefields await every encounter,
whether Doug and Kayleen are 8, 23
or 30.

“The play explores the damage of
ourwounds, our recklessness and our
choices,” said Brady, who will direct
the play. “How do we tend to each

Broken twosome tries to mend fractured hearts in ‘Gruesome Playground Injuries’
if you go
‘gruESomE
PlAygrounD
inJuriES’
What: two broken
individuals come together
only when they’re both in
physical or psychological
distress
When: 8 p.m. wednesday-
Sunday through May 25;
doors open at 7:30 p.m.
Where: Sidney & Berne Davis
Art Center, 2301 First St.,
downtown Fort Myers
Cost: $10
Information: 239-333-1933
or sbdac.com
Something else: not
suitable for children

gEt
out
AND PLAN
YOUR DAY

TODAY: Channel Stratford-upon-Avon at the performance

of “Julius Caesar” by the Marco island Shakespeare Festival

at 7:30 p.m. at the Marco Players theater, 1055 N. Collier

Blvd., Marco island. tickets are $10 for adults and $5

for children. Call 239-642-7270 to reserve seats.

FRIDAY: the Student Art Showcase opens to the public

from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. at the Center for Visual Arts,

26100 Old 41 road, Bonita Springs. the artwork will be

up through May 22. For more information, call

239-495-8989 or visit artcenterbonita.org.

PHiliP HueBeCK

Joshua Johnson, back, and Hanny
Zuniga in “Gruesome Playground
injuries.”
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